The fish tank strikes again: metachronous nontuberculous mycobacterial skin infection in an immunosuppressed host.
An 82-year-old woman on long-term prednisolone for chronic obstructive airways disease presented with a 2-month history of nodules on her left forearm. This occurred 10 years after nodules on her right forearm caused by a culture-proven Mycobacterium marinum infection. Histopathological examination, polymerase chain reaction and culture of biopsy specimens were positive for M. chelonae. To our knowledge this is the first case of metachronous nontuberculous mycobacterial skin infection reported, and it highlights the diagnostic and therapeutic challenges of such infections.